
Testimonies 

QS30/65, Michaelmas 1888, Regina vs Thomas Yates, assault 

These testimonies contain descriptions of domestic violence which may be 

distressing. If you are affected by these issues, or know someone who may be, 

organisations such as Refuge, Warwickshire Against Domestic Abuse, and the 

Domestic Abuse Counselling Service can offer help, guidance, protection and 

shelter.  

 24-hour National Domestic Violence Helpline: 0808 2000 247 (run in 
partnership between Refuge and Women’s Aid) 

 Warwickshire Against Domestic Abuse: 0800 408 1552 

 Domestic Abuse Counselling Service: 024 7635 1137 or 024 7632 7647 

 

Annie Yates: 

I am the wife of Thomas Yates of Crabbs Cross Ball Bearing Maker. On the night of 

the 8th August my husband came home about half past 8 o’clock. He asked me if I 

had got what he told me for his supper. I said I was just going to get a drop more 

beer. He said I will go with you. We went together to Mr. Chambers public house and 

had two pints of ale. He asked several to drink.  

When we got back to the house he asked me to put the supper out. I got the cloth 

and put it out. He said I suppose you are going to put your b--- grandson the best bit 

there is there. I said the boy does not want any hold your noise. He picked up the 

carving knife and threw it across the table at me it broke the mustard pot but did not 

catch me.  

I went out of the house into the yard and round to the front to get out of his way. He 

came round to where I was standing and said you b---y cow you are standing there 

are you and he struck me twice on the head. He then got hold of my shoulders and 

kicked me behind with his knees and struck me. He then kicked me with his foot and 

broke my leg. I said Oh Tom you’ve broke my leg. He said I will break the other b--- if 

you don’t go in the house and then he pushed me into the house. He bolted the door 

pushed me on to the sofa and beat me very bad he swore he would kill me dead if I 

made a noise. 

Some people were knocking at the door and windows but could not get in. He then 

dragged me upstairs. 

I sat down on a chair and he struck me again on the side of the head. He afterwards 

threw me on the bed and dared me to speak. I lay on the bed until morning and got 

down stairs and waited until the doctor came. He (yates) threatened me continually. 

https://www.refuge.org.uk/our-work/our-services/refuge-warwickshire-domestic-violence-service/
http://www.talk2someone.org.uk/
http://dacservice.org.uk/home.htm


He said he would throw me through the window and break my other b---y leg as well 

as that. 

That was when I was lying on the bed with my leg set. On the following Sunday night 

he threatened to cut my b---y head off and I had to have my son and daughter to sit 

up all night with me. The next day (Monday) he went to Birmingham. 

I did not aggravate you. 

Annie Yates X her mark 

 

William Hunt: 

I am a baker and live at Crabbs Cross. I live two doors from the Prisoners house. 

On the 8th August last about 11.30 p.m. I heard screaming and went out. 

I went into the entry I saw Thomas Yates kicking his wife. I saw him kick her three or 

four times. Mrs Yates told Yates he had hurt her leg very badly and Yates said if she 

did not stop screaming he would kill her. 

Yates pushed her through the door into his house. I went into my house but 

afterwards went out again. Yates was then upstairs and he called her many bad 

names and threatened to murder her if she was not quiet. I rapped at the door. One 

of the lodgers came down. 

Yates was quiet after that. 

The lodgers were in bed when Yates was in the entry. The next morning my wife 

went in to see Mrs Yates and Dr. Mogg was then sent for. 

I went in and saw Yates and said you have done a nice thing for yourself you have 

done sufficient to get six months and it would serve you right if you were to have it. 

He said he was very sorry he knew he had done wrong. Mrs Yates did not fall over 

the cart shaft.  

The door was fastened so that no one could get in from the outside. I offered to drive 

Mrs Yates to the station to got to the hospital but Yates refused to let her go. 

William Hunt. 

 

Levena Caroline Hunt: 

I am the wife of the last witness William Hunt. On the night of the 8th August about 

11.30 p.m. I heard screams. I went to the door. I saw Yates push Mrs. Yates. I ran 

back to fetch my husband who went out. I heard Yates threaten Mrs Yates when he 



was upstairs. About 8 o’clock the nxet morning I went into Yates’ house. I saw Yates. 

I told him I thought he had hurt her leg. He said he was very sorry and he would try 

and do his best to get her sound again.  

He then went out of his house. 

Levena Caroline Hunt 

 

Joseph Albert Hill Mogg 

I am a surgeon practicing at Headless Cross. On the 9th of August last about 10.30 in 

the morning I attended at Yates house. I examined Mrs Yates and found the small 

bone of the right leg broken the upper third of it. She also had a bruise about an inch 

and a half square on the middle of her spine, another bruise about three inches long 

on the left side beneath the lower ribs, the right knee joint was swollen and there 

were general contusions about her right side and she was suffering somewhat from 

shock but not severely. The appearances were due no doubt to violence of some 

kind. Mrs Yates has been under my care up to the present time. She is not yet sound 

on her leg but no doubt she will get so. 

Joseph Albert Hill Mogg. 

  







 















 


